PREFATORY NOTE

IN this volume are contained one hundred and sixty-two
letters not until now published in the Thistle Edition
and only recently given to the public in any form.    Of
them Sir Sidney Colvin said, in the introduction to a se-
lection from them for magazine publication:

"They date from all periods of Stevenson's life, those
written in the brilliant and troubled days of his youth pre-
dominating, and giving a picture, perhaps unique in its
kind, of a character and talent in the making. Many of
the letters now printed were put aside twelve years ago
simply for want of space. Lapse of time has enabled some
to be given now that could not discreetly have been given
then; some are addressed to correspondents who have only
lately placed them at my disposal. Much, of course, re-
mains and ought to remain unprinted. Some of the out-
pourings of the early time are too sacred and intimate for
publicity; many of the letters of his maturer years are dry
business letters of no general interest; many others are
mere scraps tossed in jest to his familiars and full of the
catch-words and code-words current in their talk, but of
little meaning to outsiders. Above all, many have to be
omitted because they deal with the intimate affairs of pri-